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[bookmark: _GoBack]Electric Vehicles (EVs) engines run on electricity, unlike conventional vehicles that use gasoline or diesel. The Electric Vehicle uses electricity stored in batteries. 
Like many other countries, the EV revolution is also starting to gain traction in Curaçao. 
To create more interest and provide valuable information on this new sustainable mode of transportation, Aqualectra and BPM organized the Electric Vehicles Recharged seminar. The seminar was held on May 15, 2019 at the Santa Barbara Resort. 
During the seminar, international and local speakers shared and exchanged information about EVs. Pioneer EV owners in Curacao also shared their experience with the public. BPM arranged that EV owners allowed the seminar participants to take a ride in their car to their great delight. Many were convinced that their next car will be an EV.

Below follows short summaries of the presentations given during the seminar:

Mr. Elthon Lampe from Activated Power in Aruba, spoke about how his company increases awareness about EV on the island by selling 100% electric vehicles, new and pre-owned. He explained that most EVs in Aruba are privately owned and that the commercial EV market is now starting to grow.  He described what the Aruban government incentives are for EVs in comparison to Curaçao and how banks and insurance companies are making it easier for individuals to purchase an EV. He concluded by explaining how EVs are being maintained in Aruba and what Curaçao can learn from Aruba’s experiences.
Click “here” for the presentation.

During his presentation, Mr. Erik Kelder, associate professor and battery expert from the TU Delft University in Holland, focused on the evolution of batteries for EVs and future trends in EV batteries. He explained that the most common EV battery at the moment is the lithium battery; however he expects that in the future other types of batteries will be more beneficial and less expensive. He foresees that Aqueous system batteries will be the battery of future for general use, since it is expected to be less expensive and safer. On the other hand, for larger scale electricity storage, Redox flow type batteries are the most promising batteries because they are a better fit. He also highlighted that oil multinationals are focusing more and more on sustainable energy developments and energy storage.
Click “here” for the presentation.


